St. Anthony's Bread by Máire,
All Ireland Review
St. Anthony's Bread
Author(s): Máire
Source: All Ireland Review, Vol. 2, No. 46 (Jan. 18, 1902), p. 402
Published by: All Ireland Review
Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/20545784 .
Accessed: 21/06/2014 01:24
Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at .
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp
 .
JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide range of
content in a trusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms
of scholarship. For more information about JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.
 .
All Ireland Review is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve and extend access to All Ireland Review.
http://www.jstor.org 
This content downloaded from 91.229.248.182 on Sat, 21 Jun 2014 01:24:55 AM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions
402 ALL IRELAND REVIEW. 
OUR INDUSTRIES. 
BOOT MANUFACTURING. 
A great deal has been said and 
written about the crimes of the land 
lords, and how unjust they were in 
drawing large sums of money from Ire 
land and 
spending them elsewhere, but 
we are of 
opinion the people themselves 
are 
very much worse. It may be from 
want of thought?we certainly think it 
is not carelessness?but the fact re 
mains, and we have before us in plain 
figures, the astonishing total of 9,856 
tons of boots and shoes imported into 
the three principal cities during 1901. 
It is quite useless, in face of the figures 
we have just quoted, to write of an in 
dustrial revival. It appears to us that 
unless people begin to recognise and 
feel an individual responsibility (be 
cause this 
responsibility certainly 
exists), it will be a long time before we 
may hope to see Ireland rescued from 
the industrial coma, Avhich has hung 
over her so long. The value of the Irish 
market for boots must be considerable 
as seen by the number of English firms 
who are with us. In all our principal towns 
you will find their branch establish 
ments, and always in the leading streets 
where rents, etc., are highest. We often 
wonder are there any Irish manufac 
turers, if so, why do they submit to 
such extinction ? We are told there are 
several in Belfast, Dublin, and Cork ; 
surely the money value of this enor 
mous import (we estimate it at about 
?250,000 yearly) should be worth fight 
ing for, and to manufacture such a 
quantity at home would require several 
factories,employing about 20,000 hands, 
and disbursing wages to ihe tune of 
?8.5,000 yearly. What a God-send all 
this would be to our workers, and, in 
fact, to us all, as the more money kept 
within a 
country when applied to in 
dustries the greater prosperity must 
follow, and each individual will profit 
by the welfare of the whole country. 
Consequently we now appeal to our 
readers to co-operate wi'h us in an 
attempt to restore a full measure of 
prosperity to this land. Let us ask for 
Irish-made boots, and Irish-made every 
thing else (equal value always being 
considered), for without a strong indi 
vidual effort progress will be difficult. 
Let our manufacturers show us as much 
energy and push ?is their English 
competitors ; let them come out into , 
the open and manfully struggle to, at 
leasehold th : home market. By sodoing 
they would not only be assisting them 
selves materially, but would become 
truly patriotic bone lac tors of their I 
countrymen. Some idea of the serious 
ness of the hold the foreign boot manu 
facturer has in this country may be 
gathered from the fact that, assuming 
the population to be four and a-haif 
millions, the imports would reveal the 
disgraceful fact, that one and a-half | 
pairs of boots per head of the popula- : 
tion are used annually. How, we ask, 
can any nation thrive under such j 
circumstances, or is it any wonder we ? 
have such signs of decay everywhere j 
around us, or that our merchants and ! 
manufacturers can see no hope in the i 
future ? \ 
VlDETTE, j 
ST. ANTHONY S BREAD. 
I should like to mention that your 
information on the subject of 
" St. | 
Anthony's Bread" is partial and mis- j 
leading. This blessed bread helps to \ | fill thousands of little mouths (aye, I 
: and big ones too !) all over Ireland, the ? 
| charity being established in connection j 
| with hundreds of convents und churches 
! 
| through the city and country. It is an j 
I excellent institution, combining piety 
! 
| with practical beneficence ; and if liable ? 
! to abuse, though I have never once j ! heard of its being abused in Ireland, 
j what is that but the inevitable cor 
ruptio O'ptimi, which may chasten our 
pride (if we have any !) but should not 
discourage us from doing our best in 
this?" vale of tears." If you are still 
uneasy and unsatisfied on this matter, I 
| can give you the address of a well 
I 
known convent, within a stone's-throw 
! of Harcourt-street, where a good nun I 
\ day by day doles out bread in half- \ 
I loaves to clamorous 
applicants of every 
sort and condition, hunger the only ? 
qualification. All honour to St. j I Anthony, who rejoices in the vicarious j 
; acknowledgment of his services to the ! 
! faithful ; and glory to God, who in- j 
I spires such practical forms of devotion | j ?better than much 
empty repetition j 
?of "Lord, Lord."?Sincerely yoms, ! 
I ITLMjie. I 
P.S.?Why 
" 
half-loaves 
" 
you may | 
| ask ? Well, that too has its raison : 
; d'etre, for it was proved that many j 
I people used to sell the bread, instead of ! 
eating it, when they got whole loaves. I 
N.B.?Please do read this, if you can I 
, possibly spare time. I won't scribble j 
; again for a year of Sundays. 
\ [Dear Mary, don't be so cruel ; write 
to me every Sunday. I'm sure there 
are a lot of subjects on which you 
can write quite as well as about St 
Anthony's Bread.?Ed. A.I.R,] 
- 
> 
LETTERS TO A LANDLORD. J 
Dear X. Y. Z.?You write 
complain- 
: 
ing vehemently that once again, in my 
! 
; 
review of Mr. Dudley Cosby's book, I 
* 
promised to outline for our landlords 
what I conceive to be that course of ; 
action which they might most wisely 
' 
pursue. You say that unless I do this 
you 
" 
have no further use 
" 
for my little 
paper. { 
la not that a somewhat illiberal at- 
' 
titude I Are all my beautiful poetry, ', 
and sketches, und 
" Bits of Ireland/' \ 
and history, and archeology, and myth 
ology, and cheerful miscellaneous 
literary bric-a-brac, which serve, at 
least, pan.? passer le temps, to count for 
nothing unless I can engineer n road for I j 
you out of that dismal swamp t Have t 
I not tried, at least, to cheer you in ( 
your affliction by seeking to distract ^ 
your attention from a too exclusive 
pre-occupation with your own calamities, j 
as a 
sympathetic traveller might a t 
group of political prisoners bound for : 
Siberia, waiting for a belated train. ( 
You, too, have fallen captive to a govern- c 
ment, one to which you were loyal, not 
rebellious ; which you loved and t 
trusted, not feared and hated. 
it is now 
many years since one 
sunny Sunday morning in winter I 
walked home with you and?from ! 
church. The sun was glinting on the I 
rifles of our escort of Royal Irish Con 
stabulary, and I remember how you 
explained, and, I think, fully justified 
your action concerning matters about 
which a difference had arisen between 
you and your tenants, and believe I 
then 
explained, in my lame way, my 
views about the general situation as it 
affected you and your class. For even 
then I held that you were beaten, and 
that the sooner you all made terms with 
the tenants and their League, on the 
one hand, and w?th the Government 
and the Treasury on the other, the 
better for you, and for the tenants, and 
for all of us in general. You will re 
member that on the part of the 
tenants C. S. Parnell was at the 
time offering twenty years' pur 
chase of the Poor Law valuation of 
Ireland. T. W. Russell now, on behalf 
of those tenant farmers in the north, 
for whom he is entitled to speak, is 
offering seventeen years' purchase of 
the revised judicial rents, which are 
^uch below the Poor Law valuation, 
and your attitude to Russell to-day 
reaembles yeur attitude to Parnell in 
1881. Then you ignored the might of 
the forces set in action 
against you by time and events. You trusted in 
shadows. Is not that so ? Would not 
any of you now accept twenty years' 
purchase of the Poor Law valuation of 
your estates, and exchange such a state 
of things as that with which you are 
surrounded for the peace of mind which, 
for you, would be the result of an 
Imperial settlement of the Land Ques 
tion upon these terms?viz., twenty 
years' purchase of the Poor Law valua 
tion?terms at which you then laughed 
as ridiculous and denounced as 
robbery 
and confiscation. For, since then, things have happened that you thought would 
not happen, and things that you ex 
pected have not taken place. I don't 
think many of you are good observers of 
public affairs. You are pre-occupied 
with things incident to your position, 
ind see the events that are 
taking 
place through a medium of most strong 
prepossessions and inherited habits of 
thought. Of these the chief are?(1) Your fixed belief in the i: sacredness of 
property," and~-(2) Your firm trust in i thing that does not live in Ireland 
)r love Ireland, or concern itself about 
[reland, save in so far as its own 
interests necessitate some 
dealing with nir affairs. Of course I r?ean the 
British Government. 
You 
charge me roundly with preten 
sion in promising to make practical 
suggestions, tell me that because I have 
lot done so hitherto, it is plain I 3annot do so at all, and tell me that 
?nless I can offer you good counsel 
m this subject you can have no further 
ise for my little paper. 
Perhaps you are right; perhaps I lave none such to make. I am not 
>ure but shall, with your permission, 
iontinue to address you in such 
amiliar chatty letters, hoping that we 
nay so march, as it were, into the very )Owels of the 
subject and understand ill about it. For a good understanding s 
very desirable, as a predecessor of 
sffective action, and the subject is 
Ireadfully complicated and.profound. 
I would ask you; too, at your leisure, 
o strike in 
occasionally with comment, 
riticism and 
suggestion.?N.B. You 
nay be as severe as you like.?Ed. 
(To ht continued). 
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